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THE IMPS AND THE CHILDREN.* 
A Pray TuHree SCENES. 


Time 15 minutes. 


Casts of Characters. 


The Handicap Imps Test Tube 
Captain Isolation 
Toothache Antitoxin 
Snuffles Chairman of School 
Sore Throat Board Members 
Weak Eyes Leader of Delegation 
Can’t Hear lst parent 
Diphtheria 2nd parent 
Stutters 3rd parent 

Nurse 4th parent 

Doctor 5th parent 

Dentist 6th parent 

Air Pump 7th parent 


Imps dressed in close fitting brown, gray or 
brightly colored jackets and peaked caps. Each has 
a placard with his name, and wears some sign of 
his own. Toothache has face bound up, and carries 
tweezers; Snuffles carries large handkerchief, and 
és either blowing nose or looking about stupidly with 
mouth open; Weak Eyes has glasses with big black 
rims, and is peering at a book; Can’t Hear has ear 
trumpet, or holds hand behind ear; Sore Throat has 
throat bound up, and carries a large box marked 
“cough drops.” Captain Handicap is lame and bent, 
head bound up, arm in a sling, etc. 


Scene I—Outdoors. 


CAPTAIN—Toothache, have you got your ham- 
mer and tweezers? Be sure to give them all some 
good twinges. 

TOOTHACHE—Aye, Captain Handicap; see, 
they are ready. (Flourishes them, makes a face, and 
cries “Ouch!”) 

STUTTERS—P-please, sir, I c-could catch only a 
f-f-few children last t-t-time, but I d-did my b-b-best 
to make them miserable. 

CAPTAIN—That’s right, my boy. 
of you ready? 

SNUFFLES (Coming up with Sore Throat)— 
We'll work together, sir, if you don’t mind. You've 
no idea how many children will fall behind at 


Are the rest 


*Written for the Springfield (Ili.) Survey Exhibition, 
by Mary Swain Routzahn and Hilda Smith. This is 
one of five social welfare playlets originated by Mrs. 
Routzahn for use in The Playhouse, a miniature theatre 
erected in the center of the State Arsenal, in which the 
Exhibition was held. See Bulletin for February for 
mention of other plays. 


school between us. secines off sneezing and cough- 
ing.) 


CAPTAIN—Hush, boys, the children are coming. 
Now do your best. Remember, there’s a big re- 
ward offered for defective children by Giant Igno- 
rance. Every time you strike a child, you strike at 
his enemy, Knowledge. 


WEAK EYES—Shall we hide? 
dren see us and run away? 


CAPTAIN—No, of course the children can’t see 
you! The doctors and nurses and the Board of 
Health can see you and,sometimes the mothers and 
fathers can, but half the time they aren’t looking. 
Here are the children; come on! 


The Imps stand back and the children come troop- 
ing in—about twenty-five or thirty of them. Only 
about ten come at a time. The children have their 
books and walk along in twos and threes laughing 
and talking. The Imps dart in and out among them, 
striking them. As each child is struck, the child 
puts his hand up to his eyes or throat or cheek, or 
begins to sneeze, etc. Some children are struck by 
several Imps. Sore Throat gives them lollypops and 
pencils. Diphtheria picks out one little girl and 
clings te her while she goes from one group to an- 
other. The children go off in response to the ring- 
ing of a school bell. 


TOOTHACHE—TI’'Il bet I struck more children 
than any of you. 

DIPHTHERIA—I didn’t need to work so hard. 
I stuck close to Mary and she'll make trouble 
enough if the doctor doesn’t get busy. 

SORE THROAT—I didn’t have to work, either. 
{ just gave them lollypops and pencils and whis- 
pered to girls with sore throats to pass theirs 
around. 

HANDICAP—Come on, boys, let’s celebrate. 


When Giant Ignorance hears what we've done he'll 
make us all rich. } 


Won't the chil- 


A lively dance is played by a Victrolce, off stage. 
The Imps dance. 
Curtain. 
Scene Il—Meeting of School Board. 


As soon as the Board enters and is seated, a dele- 


‘gation comes in. LEADER SPEAKS: 


Mr. Chairman and members of the School Board: 
We represent the Parents’ Club of all the schools. 
We have come to entreat you to take steps at once 
to protect our children from the constant attacks of 


(Continued on Page 4, 1st coi.) 
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THE NATIONAL MEETING IN SEATTLE 
How to Get There and What it Will Cost. 


Are you planning to go to the annual meeting of 
the National Association to be held at Seattle, June 
14 to 16? It promises to be a great meeting, well 
attended, with good program, and with a rare oppor- 
tunity to “See America Now.” Program arrange- 
ments are proceeding well. Early in April it is 
hoped that a preliminary program can be sent to all 
members. 

Under the auspices of the Chicago Tuberculosis 
Institute, members and friends of the association 
will be given a most favorable opportunity on June 
8 and 9 to see the various phases of the remarkably 
co-ordinated Chicago Municipal plan of tuberculosis 
control. On Tuesday, June 8, it is planned to take 
all those who stop at Chicago in automobiles to 
representative clinics, open air schools, the exhibit, 
playgrounds, and other activities. On Wednesday, 
June 9, it is planned to visit the new $2,500,000 
Municipal Tuberculosis Sanatorium on the outskirts 
of the city, taking luncheon there and returning in 
time for late afternoon or evening trains. To those* 


who have not seen the sanatorium, it in itself is 

worth a visit to Chicago from the Atlantic Coast. 
Arrangements have been made with various rail- 

roads so that special cars will be run where enough 


niyo ag to go by one road. Time will be given 
y starting on the night of June 9 for stop-over 


en route of from 24 to 36 hours, depending on route 
selected. The Great Northern Railroad has agreed 
to open Glacier National Park several days ahead 
of schedule for special accommodation of those at- 
tending the Seattle meeting, if 25 persons agree to 
stop over. This 24-hour trip is said to be one of the 
finest in the country. 

Among the other routes suggested are the Cana- 
dian Pacific, with stopover at Banff, Field, Glacier 
or Lake Louise. Where time is limited, it is sug- 
gested that Lake Louise will be found the most 
desirable place in the Canadian Rockies. Res- 
ervations at the C. P. R. Hotel should be made well 
in advance, as accommodations will be limited. The 
station for Lake Louise is Laggan. The Northern 
Pacific and the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul 
each run 72-hour trains from Chicago to Seattle. 

The arrangements governing the sale of tickets to 
Coast points are not the same as usual. It will 
not be possible to purchase tickets going and re- 
turning by different northern routes as, for example, 
the Canadian Pacific Railroad and the Northern 
Pacific. It will be possible to purchase tickets going 
and returning over the same northern, southern, 
or direct route. It will be possible also to 
purchase tickets going via a northern and return- 


_ Ing via a southern or central route, as, for example, 


via the Great Northern and Southern Pacific. 


The round trip fare from New York to Seattle, 
oing and returning via a northern route is from 
3.0 to $98.80, depending on road taken from New 
ork. Those who visit San Francisco will have 
to pay $17.50 additional. The trip through Glacier 
National Park mentioned above will cost $8.25 
extra. The Pullman fare from New York to Chi- 
cago is $5.00 for a lower berth, and $13 from Chicago 
to Seattle. Returning, the Pullman rates will be 
practically the same. If tourist sleeper is taken 
the rates are one-half the standard price. 

Those who attend the Seattle meeting will have 
ample time to get to San Francisco before the 
meeting of the American Medical Association, with 
stopover at Portland or in the Mt. Shasta region 
of California. From Portland, one may go to 
San Francisco without extra fare by boat or rail. 
The boat trip takes only two hours longer than the 
rail. On the other hand, the rail trip is through one 
of the most beautiful scenic valleys in the United 
States, the Sacramento River Valley. From San 
Francisco, one may go down to Los Angeles and 
San Diego. Returning, if it is desired to take in 
Yellowstone Park, the most direct route is the San 
Pedro from Los Angeles to Salt Lake City. From 
Salt Lake City, one can go to Yellowstone Park 
taking the regular “hotel trip” and return to Salt 
Lake City for $53.50 extra. This trip takes 12 hours 
from Salt Lake City to Yellowstone, about 4%4 days 
in the park, and the return of 12 hours to Salt 
Lake City. The $53.50 includes meals, guide, trans- 
portation in park, hotel accommodations, and rail- 
road fare (except sleeper) to and from Salt Lake 
City to Yellowstone. . 


Returning from Salt Lake City, the most desirable 
scenic route is the Denver and Rio Grande via 
Pueblo to Colorado Springs and Denver, whence 
one may take several roads to Chicago, including 
the Rock Island, Burlington, etc. Tickets may be 
purchased for the entire trip in advance. Reserva- 
tions should be made as early as possible. The head- 
quarters of the various transcontinental railroads in 
New York or Chicago will gladly assist in furnish- 
ing literature, securing tickets, making reservations, 
etc. 

If you are going to Seattle for the meeting, please 
notify the office of the National Association as 
promptly as possible. Any information which the 
executive office can furnish concerning itineraries, 
rates, etc., will be cheerfully supplied. 
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SOME MOTION PICTURES FOR YOUR 
WORK. 


This article contains very important information 
relative to motion pictures dealing with tubercu- 
losis. Read it carefully and file it for future con- 
sideration. It will answer many questions that 

may be asked of you in the next few months. 


The Universal Film Company, one of the largest 
of the corporations in the motion picture business 
today, and controlling the interests of practically 
fifty per cent. of the motion picture theatres in the 
United States, is now producing a motion picture 
in co-operation with the National Association, -which 
will run from three to four reels and possibly more. 
The exact length of the picture cannot yet be de- 
termined. The title has not yet been definitely set- 
tled, but this preliminary announcement will ap- 
prise you of the fact that a good thing is coming. 


The picture has been prepared under our super- 
vision, and has all of the dramatic “punch” that the 
motion picture man desires, as well as some of the 
best educational material that we have ever been 
able to issue in motion pictures. It will be issued 
through the various exchanges of the Universal Film 
Company and will appear on the programs of the 
theatres which they control. Here is an oppor- 
tunity for you to further the educational campaign 
against tuberculosis in your community. At a later 
date we will send you detailed information concern- 
ing the picture, how to use it, and how it will be of 
greatest benefit to you. Meanwhile keep this mat- 
ter in mind so that you may be able to center an 
educational campaign around this picture. 

The story of the picture deals with life in an 
inland manufacturing. town, whose principal in- 
dustries are controlled by Emerson Boyd, a 
wealthy capitalist. Boyd also manufactures a 
fake cure for consumption besides operating his 
big mills. He owns the town, in the sense that 
he is the largest real cs. te owner and in addi- 
tion controls all the political and civic life of 
the community. Conditions in the factories and 
tenements are as bad as one could imagine. 
Through a series of highly dramatic incidents, 
Boyd is finally brought to a realization of his 
corrupting influence, and in the final scenes 
makes amends and cleans up the town. The 
play portrays housing and working conditions in 
their influence on tuberculosis; the evils of the 
fake cure; the power of public opinion; and the 
agencies that make for the control and treat- 
ment of tuberculosis. A detailed story will be 
published in a later number of the Bulletin. 

The National Association has a usable print_of 
each of four previous pictures produced by the Ed- 
ison Company, namely, “The Red Cross Seal,” 
“Hope,” “The Price of Human Lives,” and “The 
Temple of Moloch.” We shall be pleased to loan 
these prints to anti-tuberculosis associations for 
limited periods. We would prefer not to loan more 
than two prints to any one association. If you wish 
to use any of these, please notify us before April 
Ist what pictures you would like and the approx- 
imate dates. We will then notify you if we can fit 
your dates into our itinerary. We cannot agree to 
ship these films west of the Rocky Mountains. The 
only charge for the use of the films is that for 
transportation both ways. In some instances the 
charges will have to be paid only one way and in 
some both ways. This will depend upon the rout- 
ing which the pictures have. Since we will be unable 
to fill in the near future all requests for these films, 
applications will be granted so far as convenient in 


order of receipt. 


1 We would suggest that you give 
alternative dates. 


THE RED CROSS SEAL CONFERENCE. 


At the Conference of Red Cross Seal Workers 
held at Washington on February 26, a number 
of important matters were discussed and de- 
cided upon. It will be possible in this article 
merely to mention the most important of them. 
A fuller statement may be secured on request 
to The National Association for the Study and 
Prevention of Tuberculosis. 

After a detailed discussion of various questions 
arising in connection with selling seals by mail, 
particularly by sending them in advance to pros- 
pective ‘purchasers, it was felt that some definite 
action should be taken with regard to this 
method, because objections have been raised on 
these two points: (1) That the mail sale direct 
plan is wasteful of seals and does not allow for 
a proper accounting of seals not returned by 
those who do not buy; and (2) That this method 
may irritate many prospective purchasers. The 
following resolutions were therefore adopted: 

RESOLVED, That the National Association 
be requested to ask the American Red Cross to 
give a statement as to its attitude towards the- 
mail sale plan with particular reference to send- 
ing seals in advance to prospective purchasers, 
and that the American Red Cross be asked also 
to indicate some minimum requirements for reg- 
ulating the sale of seals by this plan. 

RESOLVED, That this conference approves 
of the method of selling seals by sending them 
in advance by mail to prospective purchasers 
with proper restrictions, because we believe it 
increases the sale. 

With regard to the allotment of seals for 1915, 
it was decided to furnish agents free of charge 
two or three seals (the number to be fixed later) 
for each one sold during the current year. Any 
number of seals called for over and above this 
fixed amount are to be paid for by the agent at 
cost price at. the end of the campaign. 

In consideration of the design for the 1915 
seal the following resolutions were adopted: 

RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of the 
conference that the size and shape of the seal 
of 1914 is satisfactory. 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this con- 
ference that the character of the design of 1914 
with reference to Christmas colors and the Santa 
Claus head is satisfactory. 

The general opinion of the conference seemed 
to be that it was unwise to allow the expendi- 
ture of Red Cross Seal funds for other than 
anti-tuberculosis work, and it was decided that 
the definition of 1914 was sufficiently broad to 
cover the activities for which this money should 
be spent. The following resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
meeting that the present interpretation of the 
term “anti-tuberculosis work” be continued in 
force for another year. 
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The Imps and the Children. 
(Continued from Page 1.) 


the Imps of Handicap. You cannot expect our 
poor children to make any progress in school when 
‘all their time and energy is taken in fighting . these 
little demons. 


CHAIRMAN—Ahem! I think you are exagger- 
ating the matter. These Imps cannot be so very 
dangerous. Besides, to fight them effectively might 
be very expensive. 


LEADER—But, you’ve no idea, Mr. Chairman, of 
the seriousness of their attacks. The Imps fly at 
the children singly or in groups, at home, or in 
school, and what is one school nurse among 7,000 
‘children? While she is driving one Imp away, the 
others come running back. 


FIRST PARENT—Yes, and my Jimmy heard 
that little Imp Toothache boasting that he must have 
given at least 3,500 children in Springfield bad teeth 
—the conceited little thing! 

Parents grow very excited and begin to interrupt. 


SECOND PARENT—And my boy Joe said that 
that horrid little Snuffles, who is always tagging 
after him, said that 1,050 children keep their mouths 

«open from tonsils and adenoids. 


ALL—Shocking! Dreadful! Mr. Chairman— 


CHAIRMAN (Rapping for order)—One at a 
time, please. 

THIRD PARENT—I actually thought that Susie 
was stupid because she couldn’t learn to read, until 
I heard that she was only one of the 700 children 
Weak Eyes had attacked, and that she had to have 
glasses. 

FOURTH PARENT—And, Mr. Chairman, they’re 
so inexcusably deaf. Why, 350 can’t hear all we 
say to them. Yesterday I sent Charlie to the store 
to get me a leg of lamb, and he came back with a 
jar of jam. 

FIFTH PARENT—And 250 of them wouldn’t be 
able to tell the storekeeper what we wanted, even 
if they did hear, for they can’t talk straight. 


“BOARD MEMBER—But what about the par- in 


ents? Don’t you have any responsibility for these 
children? 

LEADER—Of course we do, and those of us who 
have learned about the Imps will take care of our 
children. But there are lots of parents who don’t 
know and they need help. 


SIXTH PARENT—Yes, and their children are 
dangerous to the other children. It’s lucky for us 
that that black Imp Smallpox isn’t around just now, 
for almost three-fourths of our children have never 
been vaccinated. 


SEVENTH PARENT—He isn’t so likely to turn 
up as that dreadful Imp Tuberculosis. Forty cities 
are helping to drive him away by letting the chil- 
dren study in open-air classes. Pale Face is around 

here scouting for him now, and here our children 
. are still studying in stuffy rooms. 


All begin to talk at once. The Board evidently 
much excited. 

(Enter two Nurses). NURSE—If you please, 
Mr. Chairman, the whole band of Handicap Imps, 
Snuffles and Toothache and Can’t Hear are attack- 
ing the children again, and we can’t catch them all 
by ourselves. If you’d only let us have a doctor, 
we'd soon get them fast enough and lock them 
all up. 

CHAIRMAN (excitedly) —This is dreadful! I 
never. dreamed things were in this state! Call a 
doctor. Where’s another nurse? Hurry up, all of 
you. You're all dreadfully slow! Do you want the 
Imps to get our children? Oh, if we only had an 
open air class room! 

All seise doctors and nurse and rush out with 
them. 

NURSE (as she goes out)—Well, why didn’t they 
all get excited about it a little sooner? The Imps 
could have been routed long ago! 


Scene III—Outdoors. 


(Children huddled together on ground in a scared 
group. Imps are tormenting them. Members of 
school board and parents rush in.) 


CAPTAIN HANDICAP—Oh, they’re after us. 
Help us, Ignorance! Help! Help! 


SCHOOL BOARD AND PARENTS (Excit- 
edly, speaking in turn)—We'll catch them.—I’ve got 
him.—No, I haven’t !—There he goes, etc. 


(They chase the Imps, who dodge and slip away 
from them, yelling as they run about.) 

(Enter Doctor, Dentist and Nurses. They are 
followed by Air Pump, Test Tube, Isolation and 
Antitoxin, dressed in white and trundling two small 
wagons labeled “Health Department.” The Dentist 
catches Toothache with his tweezers and bundles 
him into a wagon.) 


DOCTOR (threatening Snuffles with a big hand- 
kerchief)—One last blow and don’t ever let me see 
you around here again! 


Nurse (Catching Weak Eyes and putting him 

the wagon)—We'll tie you up in a well-lighted 

school room, Weak Eyes. How will you like that? 
(Weak Eyes screams in fright.) 


AIR PUMP (Catching Paleface and pumping air 
into him)—I'll put some fresh air into you and 
we'll see whether you can do any more mischief. 


TEST TUBE—Where’s that Imp Diphtheria? I'll 
get a culture and then we'll know him. (He chases 
Diphtheria and brings him to Antitoxin, who fights 
with him. Isolation joins in the fight and they slay 
Diphtheria.) 

All the Imps are then driven away in wagons, 
followed by doctors and nurses. 

The children spring up and dance and sing while 
parents and school board in the background are 
shaking hands and congratulating each other. An 
appropriate song might be written especially for the 
finale. 
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